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above all others who have written about America,
the magisterial style.
It is this happy combination of a great theme with
a philosophy profound enough to comprehend it, a
temperament judicious enough to interpret it, an
intelligence acute enough to master it, a style ade-
quate to its demands, that makes Democracy in America
one of the great and enduring works of political
literature. As a young man Tocqueville confessed,
4 I do not know any way of life more honourable or
more attractive than to write with such honesty about
the great truths that one's name becomes known to
the civilized world '. It is a safe prophecy that as long
as democracy itself endures Tocqueville's name will
be known to the civilized world.
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